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(b) In the event that the antenna
monitor sampling system is tempo-
rarily out of service for repair or re-
placement, the station may be oper-
ated, pending completion of repairs or
replacement, for a period not exceeding
120 days without further authority
from the FCC if all other operating pa-
rameters, and the field monitoring
point values are within the limits spec-
ified on the station authorization.

(c) If conditions beyond the control
of the licensee prevent the restoration
of the monitor to service within the al-
lowed period, an informal letter re-
quest in accordance with § 73.3549 of the
Commission’s rules must be filed with
the FCC, Attention: Audio Services Di-
vision, Mass Media Bureau in Wash-
ington, DC for such additional time as
may be required to complete repairs of
the defective instrument.

(d) If an authorized antenna monitor
is replaced by another antenna mon-
itor, the following procedure shall be
followed:

(1) Temporary authority shall be re-
quested and obtained from the Com-
mission in Washington to operate with
parameters at variance with licensed
values, pending issuance of a modified
license specifying new parameters.

(2) Immediately prior to the replace-
ment of the antenna monitor, after a
verification that all monitoring point
values and base current ratios are
within the limits or tolerances speci-
fied in the instrument of authorization
or the pertinent rules, the following in-
dications must be read for each radi-
ation pattern: Final plate current and
plate voltage, common point current,
base currents, antenna monitor phase
and current indications, and the field
strength at each monitoring point.

(3) With the new monitor substituted
for the old, all indications specified in
paragraph (d)(2) of this section, again
must be read. If no change has occurred
in the indication for any parameter
other than the indications of the an-
tenna monitor, the new antenna mon-
itor indications must be deemed to be
those reflecting correct array adjust-
ments.

(4) If it cannot be established by the
observations required in paragraph
(d)(2) of this section that base current
ratios and monitoring point values are

within the tolerances or limits pre-
scribed by the rules and the instrument
of authorization, or if the substitution
of the new antenna monitor for the old
results in changes in these parameters,
a partial proof of performance shall be
executed and analyzed in accordance
with § 73.154.

(5) An informal letter request for
modification of license shall be sub-
mitted to the FCC, Attention: Audio
Services Division, Mass Media Bureau
in Washington, DC within 30 days of
the date of monitor replacement. Such
request shall specify the make, type,
and serial number of the replacement
monitor, phase and sample current in-
dications, and other data obtained pur-
suant to paragraph (d) of this section.

(e) The antenna monitor must be
calibrated according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions as often as nec-
essary to ensure its proper operation.

(Secs. 4, 5, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066,
1068, as amended, 1082, as amended; 47 U.S.C.
154, 303. Interpret or apply secs. 301, 303, 307,
48 Stat. 1081, 1082, as amended, 1083, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 301, 303, 307)

[38 FR 1918, Jan. 19, 1973, as amended at 40
FR 15884, Apr. 8, 1975; 40 FR 25459, June 16,
1975; 40 FR 27939, July 2, 1975; 41 FR 22942,
June 8, 1976; 41 FR 32892, Aug. 6, 1976; 43 FR
4022, Jan. 31, 1978; 45 FR 26062, Apr. 17, 1980;
48 FR 38478, Aug. 24, 1983; 49 FR 3999, Feb. 1,
1984; 50 FR 47054, Nov. 14, 1985; 51 FR 9965,
Mar. 24, 1986; 56 FR 64859, Dec. 12, 1991; 60 FR
55480, Nov. 1, 1995; 63 FR 33876, June 22, 1998]

§ 73.72 Operating during the experi-
mental period.

(a) An AM station may operate dur-
ing the experimental period (the time
between midnight and sunrise, local
time) on its assigned frequency and
with its authorized power for the rou-
tine testing and maintenance of its
transmitting system, and for con-
ducting experimentation under an ex-
perimental authorization, provided no
interference is caused to other stations
maintaining a regular operating sched-
ule within such period.

(b) No station licensed for ‘‘daytime’’
or ‘‘specified hours’’ of operation may
broadcast any regular or scheduled pro-
gram during this period.

(c) The licensee of an AM station
shall operate or refrain from operating
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its station during the experimental pe-
riod as directed by the FCC to facili-
tate frequency measurements or for
the determination of interference.

[43 FR 32780, July 28, 1978, as amended at 56
FR 64859, Dec. 12, 1991]

§ 73.88 Blanketing interference.
The licensee of each broadcast sta-

tion is required to satisfy all reason-
able complaints of blanketing inter-
ference within the 1 V/m contour.

NOTE: For more detailed instructions con-
cerning operational responsibilities of licens-
ees and permittees under this section, see
§ 73.318 (b), (c) and (d).

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 56
FR 64859, Dec. 12, 1991]

§ 73.99 Presunrise service authoriza-
tion (PSRA) and postsunset service
authorization (PSSA).

(a) To provide maximum uniformity
in early morning operation compatible
with interference considerations, and
to provide for additional service during
early evening hours for Class D sta-
tions, provisions are made for
presunrise service and postsunset serv-
ice. The permissible power for
presunrise or postsunset service au-
thorizations shall not exceed 500 watts,
or the authorized daytime or critical
hours power (whichever is less). Cal-
culation of the permissible power shall
consider only co-channel stations for
interference protection purposes.

(b) Presunrise service authorizations
(PSRA) permit:

(1) Class D stations operating on
Mexican, Bahamian, and Canadian pri-
ority Class A clear channels to com-
mence PSRA operation at 6 a.m. local
time and to continue such operation
until the sunrise times specified in
their basic instruments of authoriza-
tion.

(2) Class D stations situated outside
0.5 mV/m-50% skywave contours of co-
channel U.S. Class A stations to com-
mence PSRA operation at 6 a.m. local
time and to continue such operation
until sunrise times specified in their
basic instruments of authorization.

(3) Class D stations located within
co-channel 0.5 mV/m-50% skywave con-
tours of U.S. Class A stations, to com-
mence PSRA operation either at 6 a.m.

local time, or at sunrise at the nearest
Class A station located east of the
Class D station (whichever is later),
and to continue such operation until
the sunrise times specified in their
basic instruments of authorization.

(4) Class B and Class D stations on re-
gional channels to commence PSRA
operation at 6 a.m. local time and to
continue such operation until local
sunrise times specified in their basic
instruments of authorization.

(c) Extended Daylight Saving Time
Pre-Sunrise Authorizations:

(1) Between the first Sunday in April
and the end of the month of April,
Class D stations will be permitted to
conduct pre-sunrise operation begin-
ning at 6 a.m. local time with a max-
imum power of 500 watts (not to exceed
the station’s regular daytime or crit-
ical hours power), reduced as necessary
to comply with the following require-
ments:

(i) Full protection is to be provided
as specified in applicable international
agreements.

(ii) Protection is to be provided to
the 0.5 mV/m groundwave signals of co-
channel U.S. Class A stations; protec-
tion to the 0.5 mV/m-50% skywave con-
tours of these stations is not required.

(iii) In determining the protection to
be provided, the effect of each inter-
fering signal will be evaluated sepa-
rately. The presence of interference
from other stations will not reduce or
eliminate the required protection.

(iv) Notwithstanding the require-
ments of paragraph (c)(1) (ii) and (iii)
of this section, the stations will be per-
mitted to operate with a minimum
power of 10 watts unless a lower power
is required by international agreement.

(2) The Commission will issue appro-
priate authorizations to Class D sta-
tions not previously eligible to operate
during this period. Class D stations au-
thorized to operate during this
presunrise period may continue to op-
erate under their current authoriza-
tion.

(d) Postsunset service authorizations
(PSSA) permit:

(1) Class D stations located on Mexi-
can, Bahamian, and Canadian priority
Class A clear channels to commence
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